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An Analysis of Hamlet’s madness in Act 3 through the collaboration of 
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Words as Weapons in Act 3!
  Hamlet shows his insanity through his words 

  When the other characters refer to his madness, or say he is 
mad, it usually is related to one of Hamlet’s speeches  

  For the majority of the play his words are his only weapons 

  This is a recurring theme 
 





  Search for soldier, grave, secret, black, and other words 
in concordance tool. 

  Hit or miss: most interesting searches for “madness” 
came up with words to do with speaking, various 
weapons, and the “tongue” 





  The lemma “mad” is used 22 times in Hamlet, the majority 
of which describe Hamlet and are used after Hamlet speaks 

Next search: The theme of the senses and how they are used 
throughout Hamlet!	  





  It is a common saying that eyes are the windows to 
the soul 

 While searching eyes, soul was used in conjunction/ 
interchangeably with soul 

  This lead to me to believe that Shakespeare was using 
the eyes and soul to metaphorically to help establish 
the turmoil in Hamlets soul. 

  The most times the word “eyes” were used was in fact 
by Hamlet while speaking to his mother in Act 3 Scene 
4. 

 Another point worth noting is that most of the climatic 
moments in Hamlet are done behind the scenes: 
  King Hamlets murder 
  Ophelia's death 
  And Hamlet seeing the ghost the the chamber with Gertrude 













To	  believe	  or	  not	  to	  believe	  that	  is	  the	  ques2on…	  



Act	  1,	  Scene	  5	  –	  Ghost	  



  "It is a damned ghost that we have seen, / 
And my imaginations are as 
foul..." (3.2.83-84) 











History	  of	  
Madness	  
	  
	  

Madness	  was	  seen	  as	  a	  
possession	  of	  the	  soul	  
Being	  very	  religious	  they	  believed	  
that	  madness	  or	  mental	  health	  
was	  due	  to	  angering	  God	  or	  
possession	  of	  the	  devil	  or	  
separate	  en2ty	  
Hamlet	  was	  oFen	  called	  the	  devil	  

More	  oFen	  the	  character	  believed	  
something	  was	  in	  is	  soul	  not	  
head.	  
	  
	  



Claudius: 
 

•  Nor what he spake, 
though it lacked form 
a little, was not like 
madness. There’s 
something in his soul 
(3.1.166) 
•   Madness in great 
o n e s  m u s t  n o t 
u n w a t c h e d  g o 
(3.1.190) 
•   I like him not, nor 
stands it safe with 
u s ,  T o  l e t  h i s 
m a d n e s s r a n g e . 
(3.3.2) 
	  

Gertrude: 
 
•  That your 
good beauties 
be the happy 
cause of 
Hamlet’s 
wildness (3.1.39)	  
	  

Ophelia: 
 

•  Heavenly 
powers, 

restore him! 
(3.1.142) 

•  O, what a 
noble mind is 

here 
o’erthrown! 

(3.1.152) 
	  





  For a while Hamlet is really just pretending… 
 His breaking point is in Act 3, Scene 4 at the murder of 

Polonius 
 How effective were the tools when used together? 

  Easy to confirm our findings 
  Each tool could do something that the others could not 

 What insights did we gain: 
  Word counts 
  Identifying speakers 
  That the senses are used so often in Shakespeare 
  Able to find separate lines that relate to each other across the 

play 


